AquaticPark Neighbors and the Russian HillImprovement Association testifiedbefore the

Planning Commission about the developer of 721 Beach St.’splans for the property.

Thank you foryour supportand participation inyesterday’s [October 16] hearing. The
turn-out was outstanding and had a strong impact on the Commission. We wanted to
thank each and every one of you forattending, waiting almost 3 hours forour hearing, and
then showing your supportand being counted on the record. Ifyou would like towatch the
hearing (and your speech), please visit
http://sanfrancisco.granicus.com/MediaPlayer.php?view id=20&clip id=6464 . Our

specifichearing startsat 2:46.

Ialso wanted totake a moment torecap the outcome of the hearing. The specificpurpose
of thisparticularhearing was toappeal the PMND. The appellantrequested that further
amendments be made tothe PMND [PublicMeeting Notice Deposit]jor a full
Environmental Review (EIR) be initiated. The Planning Commission unanimously agreed
that the projectdid not need a fullEIR and that itsenvironmental impact was not sufficient
torequiremore studies. We do not see thisas a great loss. We were able toraise
enough issues and concerns thatthe Commission recommended a StaffMandated
Discretionary Review of the project. We see thisas a very positivestep. Itmeans thatthe
Planning Commission wants toreview thisprojectand learnmore about our concerns.

Also reviewed during thissession was the developer’srequest fora parking variance.
Although itwas clear thatthe Zoning Administratorwas keen togrant the parking variance,
the Commissioners raised numerous questions. The end resultwas the parking variance
was neither granted nor denied and isbeing taken under furtherconsideration. We also
see thisas a positivestep. Multipleneighbors commented on the parking issues inour
neighborhood during theirspeeches and at leastthe Commission was showing that they
are willing to listen to this.

We are working with legalcounsel tobetterunderstand next steps and willkeep you
notifiedas soon as we know more.

Yesterday was a powerfulexample of how neighbors, when joined together fora common
cause, can make a difference.


http://sanfrancisco.granicus.com/MediaPlayer.php?view_id=20&clip_id=6464

